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ABSTRACT

The missionary activities of Bishop Berneux in Joseon

Bang, Sang-Keun

Naepo research institute of church history

Bishop Berneux, the 4th Vicar Apostolic of Joseon, entered the coun-
try in March 1856 and served as the head of the Joseon church for 10 years
until his martyrdom at Saenamteo in March 1866. In the meantime, he re-
organized the system of Vicariate Apostolic of Joseon, and at the same
time, he carried out various projects to maintain and develop Vicariate Ap-
ostolic of Joseon. However, these activities incur costs. Therefore, examin-
ing the income scale of Vicariate Apostolic of Joseon and the cost required
for each project is a useful way to grasp the activities of Vicariate Apostol-
ic of Joseon as a whole and in detail. This article looked at how these ex-
penses were prepared and where they were used, and as a result, the fol-
lowing facts were confirmed.

Vicariate Apostolic of Joseon’s income came from The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith support, The Holy Childhood Association’s sup-
port, support from the Paris Foreign Missions Society, sales proceeds, and
interest earnings, and he had certain assets in Paris, Hong Kong, Shenyang,
and Seoul. The average annual income of Vicariate Apostolic of Joseon is
37,298 francs, which is about 400 million won in the present value.

Next, expenses include living expenses for missionaries, living ex-
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penses for a family of believers living together, cost of entry for missionar-
ies, transportation expenses for funds and goods in Shenyang, expenses for
seminaries, purchase expenses, printing shop operating expenses, and the
holy childhood association business expenses. The total expenditure
amounted to 22,991 francs(61.64% of the income). However, there are
many unknown expenditure items, and even known items, the cost will
have increased over time, so the actual cost would have been much more
than 22,991 francs.

However, the total expenditure was much less than the total income.
With his remaining funds, Bishop Berneux wanted to establish pharmacies
and orphanages, and also to increase the preparatory seminary. However,

because of the danger of persecution, he was unable to carry out the project.

Key words : income, expense, The Society for the Propagation of the
Faith, The Holy Childhood Association, living expense,

transportation expense, purchase expense.



