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ABSTRACT

About Fr. Dae-Geon Kim’s Pastoral Ministry,
on Church Administration and Sacramentality

Kim, Jeong-Sook

Honorary Professor of Yeungnam University

Father Kim Dae-geon was ordained priest on August 17, 1845, and
was beheaded at Saenamteo on September 16, 1846. At the time of his
martyrdom he has completed 13 months since his priestly ordination.

This article is a review of what Father Kim Dae-geon did during these
13 months. For my research, I used not only existing historical documents,
but also information of local traditions of found during my field surveys on
the geographic areas where father did his Pastoral work.

As a starting point it seemed important to me to present the need of
changing the concept and direction of Father Kim’s pastoral activity. It also
seemed important to me to highlight the strength of his physical appear-
ance, his own personal way of conceiving and living the sacraments.

Then, based on the testimony from his process of beatification, I sum-
marized Father Kim Dae-geon’s sacramental ministry. By this data, Father
Kim carried out his sacramental pastoral activities between Seoul and
Gyeonggi Province, and the regional frequency was half and a half.

Those who participated in the formation for the reception of the sacra-

ments had a personal relationship with each other, and they also had a deep
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religious position in the life of the local Church.

In addition, I pointed out the limitations of the witnesses during the
process of beatification; those testimonies remain short and do not com-
prehensively reveal the fullness of Father Kim’s sacramental ministry.

To support this, I analyzed the situation in the church at the time by
pointing to people who did not appear as witnesses, such as Nam Kyung-
moon, and the work of pastoral ministry carried out in the prisons where
the sacramental life was preached and prepared.

Next, I try to explain the originality of the pastoral work of father Kim
Dae-geon specially the way he organized and interacted with the believers
and prepared them as a resource for his work of evangelization.

Those who worked with Father Kim, such as those who went on a
voyage to Yeonpyeong Island for finding the entrance for the missionaries
and the women who served at the presbytery, also had close personal rela-
tionships and were active in their religious life.

Father Kim organized these belivers as a branch organization to run
the church. On the other hand, Father Kim Dae-geon ran the funds of the
mission, and he wanted to increase the funds through import profits with
goods such as cloth and silver ingots. He opened and operated the sea route
by lending money to believers to buy ships and trade. In addition, Father
Kim continued to educate seminaries, which he had been doing since the
time of his deacon. While handling these church affairs, he was even con-
sidered as the vice-bishop of the Joseon Church.

Father Kim Dae-geon rebuilt the church that was ruined after the Gi-
hae persecution, and laid the foundation for the two missionaries to settle
down in Joseon. The sea route that Father Kim Dae-geon pioneered be-

came a connection way between the Korean church and the world church,
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except Father Maistre and Father Yang-eop Choi entered Korea by differ-
ent routes. Not only that, but Father Kim brought the shock of the new
culture to the Joseon court. Above all, he showed the way for Koreans to

become priests and opened up dreams for Koreans.

Key words : sacramental ministry, church administration, management of
point organization, theology education, vice-bishop, com-
mercial activity, settlement of sea route, church money man-

agement.



